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The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Air Traffic Organization (ATO) issued an 
Order concerning a change in Taxi and Ground Movement Operations effective June 
30th. The FAA issued this new policy as a measure to prevent runway incursions that 
occurred when pilots and vehicle operators were confused about a runway being open or 
closed. 
 
This change establishes the requirement that an explicit runway crossing clearance be 
issued for each runway crossing, even if the runway is closed or inactive. However, this 
new policy will not apply if the existing ATCT/Airport letter of agreement (or a new 
LOA), explicitly authorizes such procedures. 
 
For airports without written procedures authorizing closed runway crossing or multiple 
runway crossings, this policy change requires the aircraft or vehicle to have crossed the 
previous runway before another runway crossing clearance may be issued.  There is a 
waiver option at airports where the taxi route between runway centerlines is less than 
1,000 feet apart, so there may be variations in application of this new procedure at some 
airports.  This new requirement does not apply to a closed taxiway entering a closed 
portion of a runway that is barricaded and marked as closed.  For example, construction 
personnel would not be required to request Air Traffic Control (ATC) clearance when 
entering the construction portion of a runway from a closed taxiway or construction road.   
 
Towered airports without written procedures authorizing closed runway or multiple 
runway crossings will need to: 
 
 

1.   Coordinate implementation of this new procedure with the ATCT. 
 



22.   Revise ground vehicle/pedestrian procedures as appropriate. 
 
3.   Revise ground vehicle/pedestrian training material as appropriate. 
 
4.   Conduct a briefing on the new procedure for all personnel authorized on the 

movement area and document the training. 
 
5.   During runway construction projects, airports should consider maintaining visible 

holding position signage for closed runways. Open taxiways crossing closed 
runways should have a visible holding position sign and it should be illuminated 
at night.  If the holding position signs are on the runway circuit, alternate power 
supply to the holding position signs may be necessary during the construction 
project.  Runway construction projects should be inspected to ensure that holding 
position signs are visible and lighted where aircraft are crossing closed runways. 

 
6. Submit a revision to the Ground Vehicle/Pedestrian section of the ACM, if 

necessary, as a result of this change. 
 
 
For more information on the change, refer to FAA Order N JO 7110.532, which can be 
found at: http://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Notice/N7110.532.pdf. 
 
or  
 
For additional information, go to http://www.faa.gov/go/runwaysafety 
 
The FAA ATO Notice is attached with this bulletin for your information.   
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